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Mercy is bowing before others 

without seeking anything in return. 

It is setting aside your own ego 

building life program to connect 

with the neighbor who crosses 

your path on any given day. It is 

the simple embrace of kindness 

and love both given and received 

that makes one grateful.  

How difficult to master such a life! 

But note that, according to Micah, 

what God asks of us is not that we 

of our own strength and character  

walk humbly. We are invited to 

walk humbly with our God.  

It is the ‘with God’ that has made 

all the difference and continues to 

inspire gratitude for the past and 

daily inspiration for what lies 

ahead.  

I wish I had the space to conclude 

with some thoughts on why Leon-

ard Cohen's poetic song 

“hallelujah” so moves my spirit. It 

is a masterpiece that connects with 

the human spirit wrestling with 

God.  

The last stanza is so profoundly 

prophetic for those of us in minis-

try, “I did my best it wasn’t much” 

and in the end “I’ll stand before the 

Lord of Song with nothing on my 

lips but Hallelujah”  I’m beginning 

to think that on my headstone I 

may want Cohen /Lamott’s word’s  

inscribed ; 

I Did My Best 

It wasn’t Much …. 

Hallelujah Anyway ! 

T 
here are times in our 

lives when we reach 

what is called a mile-

stone. Mile markers 

work two ways, they declare how 

far you have come and they reveal 

how far you have to go to reach 

your destination or in life terms 

your destiny. 

Several members of this congrega-

tion have not allowed me to quietly 

pass by the milestone of 20 years 

of serving as the Pastor of this 

church. In doing so I have been 

encouraged (forced) to reflect on 

how far I’ve come and how close 

the finish line might be. One 

thing’s for sure you don’t spend 

twenty years of your life doing 

something without growing older. I 

suspect that it is the same me in the 

mirror that walked into this church 

20 years ago. It is, however, also 

true that so much has changed. 

There is a wisdom about life that 

keeps knocking on our hearts and 

minds.  

The author Anne Lamott speaks to 

the wisdom I have gained in her 

most recent book, Hallelujah Any-

way: Rediscovering Mercy, where 

she writes; 
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More often than not, the North 

Star that guides me through the 

darkness is the Old Testament 

prophet Micah. He must have 

looked like a complete stoner or a 

Game of Thrones extra, and 

smelled like a goat, yet nearly 

three thousand years ago, he spoke 

the words that often remind me of 

my path and purpose: “What doth 

God require of thee but to do jus-

tice and to love mercy, and to walk 

humbly with thy God?” Oh, is that 

all? Justice, mercy, and humility? 

That’s nice. Right off the bat I can 

tell you that “walk humbly with 

thy God” is not going to happen 

anytime soon, for me or my clos-

est friends. Arrogance R Us. My 

humility can kick your humility’s 

butt. What Micah is talking about 

is grad school curriculum, while, 

spiritually speaking, I remain in 

junior high school, superior and 

cringing at the same time. 

I would say that twenty years of 

ministry have humbled me. I don’t 

know as much as I did when I 

came here. But I have learned that 

to “love mercy” is at the heart of 

salvation. Or as it is sometimes 

referred to in the Psalms “loving-

kindness”.  



LECTIONARY for June 2017 

June 4 (Day of Pentecost) 

Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21 

John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 

June 11 (Trinity Sunday) 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

Psalm 8 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Matthew 28:16-20 

June 18 (11th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7) 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

Romans 5:1-8 

Matthew 9:35-10:8 (9-23) 

June 25 (12th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

Genesis 21:8-21 

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

Romans 6:1b-11 

Matthew 10:24-39 
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The children’s Food Pantry garden 

was planted on Sunday, May 21. 

The beans are up and the tomatoes 

and cucumbers are growing beauti-

fully! Stop by and take a look at the 

gifts of God for those who are 

served by the pantry and the chil-

dren of Calvary. 

Have you been considering becoming 

a member of our fellowship and min-

istry? We are offering a Saturday 

morning membership orientation on 

Saturday, June 24 at 9 am in the sanc-

tuary library area.  

It is an opportunity to explore the 

meaning of membership in the Body 

of Christ and Calvary Presbyterian in 

particular. 

You will have an opportunity to meet 

with the leadership and become famil-

iar with our ministry structure and the 

many ways the blessings of member-

ship can enhance and nourish your 

spiritual journey.  

If you would like to attend contact the 

office and register. Further questions 

can be directed to Pastor de Groot at  

truenorthrdg@verizon.net. 



Briefly Noted 

likely remain in Vermont to 

practice physical therapy.  

Allison Romanski graduated 

from Penn State University Col-

lege of Communications in May 

2017 with a BA in Journalism, 

along with minors in English, 

Psychology and International 

Studies. She will be doing an 

internship with Penguin Ran-

dom House in NYC this sum-

mer.  

Bethanie Melcher is graduating 

from Ithaca College and going 

on for her Masters in Speech 

Pathology at University of New 

Hampshire. 

Trevor Moore is graduating 

from Madison High School and 

going to Champlain College in 

Burlington, Vermont for Video 

Game Design. 

Pastor’s 20th Anniversary 

On Sunday, June 11th please 

join us immediately following 

the worship service for a lunch-

eon in Fellowship Hall celebrat-

ing Pastor Ron’s 20th anniver-

sary at Calvary!   

Church Office Summer Hours 

The church office will be closed on 

Mondays from Memorial Day 

through Labor Day. 

Fellowship Hour Hosts 

Preparing a place for people to 

gather for food and conversation is 

an offering and we would like to 

thank Debra Bruner, Jack Bruner, 

Martha Circle, Michele Newhouse, 

Bob Newhouse, Michael Loeuis, 

and Krystie Loeuis for hosting Fel-

lowship hour in May. 

“Just Us” Book Club 

The “Just Us” Book Club will meet  

on Wednesday, June 7th at 6:00 

p.m. at the home of Sam Moussa 

for a covered dish supper. The book 

for June is “Fates and Furies” by 

Lauren Groff. Please call Sam at 

301-2388 or Ann Ritzer at 377-

1840. 

Graduating Students 

Liana Merkel is graduating from 

University of Vermont with a Doc-

torate of Physical Therapy. She 

plans to coach gymnastics while 

studying for the national physical 

therapy examination and will most 

June Birthdays 

Ginna Zukswert  2 

Robert Newhouse 4 

Alexandra Tate 4 

Lily Abate 6 

Jenna Vitale 6 

Gregory Vos 17 

Donna Eberle 24 

Barry Lack 26 

Irene Bittner 28 

June Anniversaries 

Warren & Shirley Mauzy 20 

Kenneth & Donna Eberle 22 

Sam & Nancy Mantone 24 
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Calvary Presbyterian Church, 144 Ridgedale Avenue, Florham Park, New Jersey 07932 

Pastor Ronald J. de Groot 

Director of Music: Olga Koutcherova 
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Pentecost Offering  

transforming, redeeming love to chil-

dren at risk, guide and nurture young 

people’s growing faith, and provide 

opportunities for young adults to be-

come spiritual leaders—all in the 

name of Jesus Christ.  

Forty percent of the Offering stays 

within our own congregation to sup-

port ministries that help youth and 

children at risk. The remainder is sent 

to the Presbyterian Mission Agency to 

support other programs that help youth 

and young adults and advocate for 

children at risk. 

Each year on Pentecost Sunday 

we still celebrate the coming of 

the Holy Spirit as a bringer of 

new life. With the Spirit’s com-

ing, we no longer need to settle 

for business as usual but can 

know the transforming, redeem-

ing love of God that makes the 

impossible possible.  

The Pentecost Offering is one of 

the four Special Offerings of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

When you give to the Pentecost 

Offering during Sunday morning 

worship, you help bring God’s 

Choir Season is Concluding 

for Summer Break this month. 

It is a great time to pause and 

thank our director and the 

voices that have blessed us 

this year. 


